Maryland Big Tree Program Report
In 2010, the MBTP volunteers measured, re-measured, or deleted 233 trees.  There were 132 new trees added to the Register, 66 trees re-measured and 35 trees were reported deceased  The 233 total trees measured/re-measured/deleted represents 10.6% of the 2204 trees on the Maryland Big Tree Register.  It is the goal of the MBTP to measure/re-measure/delete 10% of the registered trees each year.

Highlights
On April 30, 2010, American Forests held a press conference to announce the 2010/2011 National Champion Trees.  We submitted 23 trees and were very pleased to have all 23 listed as National Champions, the largest of their species anywhere in the United States.  They are listed below; previous champions in black, new champions in red: 
Southern Crab Apple – Kent County
American Beech – Anne Arundel
Blackhaw - Montgomery 

Boxelder – Frederick


Chokecherry – Baltimore County
Kentucky Coffeetree – Washington

Hazelnut – Calvert


Shagbark Hickory – Anne Arundel    American Holly – PG County

Honeylocust – Frederick

Bigleaf Magnolia – Howard

Black Mulberry – Carroll

Chestnut Oak – Anne Arundel
Poison-sumac – Anne Arundel
American Basswood – Charles

Kentucky Coffeetree - Montgomery   Cockspur Hawthorn – Montgomery
Eastern Hemlock – Harford

 Bitternut Hickory – Harford

Norway Maple – Harford

Swamp Chestnut Oak – Kent

Common Pawpaw – Montgomery
Common Pawpaw – Prince George’s

Four previous champion trees were “dethroned”:  American elm – Baltimore; Slippery elm – Frederick Mockernut hickory – Prince George’s; Atlantic whitecedar – Harford

Two new species have been added to the Register.  Joe Howard (Montgomery) discovered, confirmed the ID, and helped measured a European mountain-ash (Sorbus aucuparia) and a Staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina).

The only registered example of a Sand hickory (Carya pallida), located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum in Calvert County has died and has been taken down.  This tree was a former National Champion.  The species has been removed from the Register.     
Five State Champion trees have died this year:
Sand Hickory, Calvert County, 252 points








Black Oak, Baltimore County, 359 points








Bur Oak, Washington County, 280 points








Willow Oak, Talbot County, 416 points








Bigleaf Magnolia, Howard County, 213 points

The Bigleaf Magnolia was the National Champion.

The State Association-sponsored project to develop a county specific big tree brochure for each of the 24 subdivisions is completed.  Thanks for Cecil Board member Ron Anderson, all new brochures featuring the updated list of National Champions have been printed.  This project is funded by a grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust.

Twelve newspaper articles and 1 television segment featuring the Maryland Big Tree Program have been produced in 2010.  The TV segment was aired on WPOC, Salisbury.  The list of articles, most of which can be found by entering the title in your search engine, is below:

“Persimmon tree may qualify as a ‘Big Tree’”, 12/10/10

“Travilah Residents Want Historic White Oak to Be Next State Tree”, 11/30/10

“Six APG trees are Harford County Champions”, 9/23/10

“Frederick County’s Maryland Bicentennial Tree topples”, 9/17/10

“Large part of Champion White Ash crashes on neighbor’s house in Brookeville”, 7/17/10

“Kent County can claim two ‘champion’ trees”, 6/24/10

“Harford County tree wins national recognition”, 6/1/10

“Program calls for saving ‘big trees’”, by Washington County Forestry Bd. member Celeste Maiorana, 5/22/10 

“Basswood tree is officially big”, 5/21/10

“Maryland Adds Five Species to National Register of Big Trees”, 5/10/10

“Big Tree program preserves history, timber, 2/26/10

“Upper Marlboro sweetgum is largest of its kind in Maryland”, 1/14/10
